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ANNEX 1. LEGISLATION AND FISHERIES REGULATION
Legislation

Global, Spanish and Portuguese legislation and protection status of crayfish species present in
the Iberian Peninsula is explained in detail below and in Table 1.1:

Spain

In the Real Ordinance 139/2011 of the 4th of February, for the development of the List of
Wildlife Species in Special Protection Regime and the Spanish Catalogue of Endangered
Species, the crayfish Austropotamobius italicus italicus is catalogued as vulnerable (BOE
2011b).

In the Real Ordinance 1628/2011 of the 14th of November, that regulates the Spanish Catalogue
of Invasive Alien Species, the following species of crayfishes are included: Procambarus
clarkii, Pacifastacus leniusculus and Cherax destructor (BOE, 2011a). P. clarkii and P.
leniusculus were legally introduced for fishing purposes before Law 42/2007 came into effect.
This law includes the second transitional provision whose objectives involving invasive crayfish
species are 1) to prevent the spread beyond its current range and 2) the management, control and
eradication through hunting, fishing and forestry (BOE, 2011a).

Portugal

In the Resolution n® 741/2000 of the 8th of September (Diario da Republica, 2000) the fishing
of A. i. italicus (referring to A. pallipes) is forbidden in all water bodies in Portugal due to the
drastic reduction of its populations. The Ordinance-Law n°® 49/2005 of the 24th of February
(Diério da Republica, 2005), modified by the Ordinance-Law n° 140/99 of the 24th of April
(transposition of the Birds Directive and Habitats), including A. i. italicus in the Annex B-II
(animal and plant species of Community interest whose conservation requires the creation of
special areas of conservation) and Annex B-V (animal and plant species of Community interest
whose capture, recollection and exploitation may be subject of management).

Red swamp crayfish is considered by the Portuguese legislation very prolific and aggressive
species. In the Resolution n°® 1054/90 of the 13th of October (Diario da Republica, 1990) P.
clarkii fisheries is considered as a mechanism to control their proliferation. This species is
included in Annex | (alien species introduced in Portugal) and Annex Ill (exotic species
representing an ecological risk) of the Ordinance-Law n° 565/99 of the 21th of December
(Diério da Republica, 1999). The third point of the eighth article of this law prohibits the
possession, sale, purchase, transportation, economic exploitation and use of P. clarkii as a pet.

Signal crayfish is included in the Annex | (alien species introduced in Portugal) of the
Ordinance-Law n° 565/99 of the 21th of December (Diério da Republica, 1999). However, this
species has not been included in the Annex Il (alien species representing an ecological risk).



Autonomous Community Regional Endangered Species Catalogues Protection Status Recovery plan

Andalucia Law 8/2003 EN Conservation program
Aragon Ordinance 181/2005 EN Ordinance 127/2006
Asturias Ordinance 32/1990 VU No
Cantabria Ordinance 120/2008 VU No
Castilla-La Mancha Ordinance 33/1998 VU In preparation
Castillay Ledn No VU No

Catalufia Ordinance 2/2008 EN In preparation
Comunidad Valenciana Ordinance 32/2004 EN Under implementation
Extremadura Ordinance 37/2001 EN No

Galicia Ordinance 88/2007 EN No

La Rioja Ordinance 59/1998 EN Ordinance 47/2000
Madrid Ordinance 18/1992 VU No

Murcia Ley 7/1995 VU No

Navarra Foral Ordinance 142/1996 EN Ordinance Foral 143/1996
Pais Vasco Ordinance 10 of July 1998 EN No

A. i. italicus conservation status in the Regional Endangered Species Catalogues. Protection levels are equivalent to
those established by the Law 4/1989 and by the IUCN (EN: endangered; VVU: vulnerable).Estado de conservacion de
A. i. italicus de los Catalogos de Especies Amenazadas Regionales. Los niveles de protecciéon son analogos a los
establecidos en la Ley 4/1989 y por la UICN (EN: en peligro; VU: vulnerable).

Fisheries regulation

Iberian crayfish fisheries regulation has been synthesized in the Table 1.2. It is important to
know that this table is simpler than reality in order to reduce the real complexity.

Procambarus clarkii can be fished in nine regional administrations in Spain and in Portugal
without any restriction on size, number of catches or fishing period, while in five Spanish
regional administrations there is only a limitation in the fishing period.

Pacifastacus leniusculus can be fished together with Procambarus clarkii without any
restrictions in Catalufia, Galicia, La Rioja and Navarra. In the regional administrations of Alava,
Cantabria, Castillay Leon and Madrid signal crayfish can be fished with limitations exclusively
in the fishing period. In Bizkaia P. leniusculus can be fished with size, number of catches and
fishing period limitations. Fisheries is forbidden in Andalucia, Castilla-La Mancha, Comunidad
Valenciana, Extremadura and Murcia. This species cannot be fished in Guiplzcoa except in
Leizaran River where there are size, number of catches and fishing period limitations.



Procambarus clarkii Pacifastacus leniusculus

Size (cm), Catches (u) Fishing period Size (cm), Catches (u) Fishing period
Alava Free Jun.-Sep. Free Jul.-Sep.
Andalucia Free All year Forbidden
Aragon Free All year - -
Asturias Free Mar.-Nov. - -
Bizkaia - - 9cm/15u Jul.
Cantabria - - Free Jul.-Sep.
Castilla-La Mancha Free Jun.-Ene. Forbidden
Castillay Leon Free Jun.-Dec. Free Jun.-Oct.
Catalufia Free All year Free All year
Comunidad Valenciana Free All year Forbidden
Extremadura Free All year Forbidden
Galicia Free All year Free All year'
Guiplzcoa - - Forbidden?
La Rioja Free All year Free All year®
Madrid Free Jul.-Oct. Free Jul.-Oct.
Murcia Free All year Forbidden
Navarra Free All year Free All year*
PORTUGAL Free All year - -

1 From 17th March to 31th July in Xallas River.

2 Only can be fished in the fishing stretch of the Leizaran River.
3 From 15th July to 30th September in Iregua River.

4 From 1st June to 30th September in fishing stretch.

Fishing authorization, size (cm: centimetres), number of catches (u: units) and fishing period of the two more
abundant crayfish species of the Iberian Peninsula: the red swamp crayfish Procambarus clarkii and signal crayfish
Pacifastacus leniusculus. "-": no mention. Autorizacion de pesca, talla (cm: centimetros), nimero de capturas (u:
unidades) y periodo habil de las dos especies de cangrejo de rio mas abundantes en la Peninsula Ibérica: el cangrejo
rojo de las marismas Procambarus clarkii y el cangrejo sefial Pacifastacus leniusculus. ““-*“: ninguna mencion.
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